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Alumni and Friends,

As I sit looking out the window and 
writing I’m wondering as others may, 
what has the Alumni Association been 
up to?

It has been two years since our last 
newsletter went out to the Association. 
We have attempted to keep you updated 
through monthly updates, our website 
and Facebook. During this time, Kent 
White, who was the Student Activities 
and Mustang Association Director 
for six years, left Portage Central 
High School for other employment. 
Replacing Kent is Nikki Smith, and that 
transition has been taking place. 

Even though we have a new Director, 
it does not mean we have slowed 
down. If you remember, we changed 
our membership to be Alumni and 
Friends. This was done in response to 
people, other than alumni, wanting to 
participate in the Mustang Association. 
We have dropped the yearly dues, and 
once a person signs up, they are lifetime 
members. 

On October 20, 2017 the Association 
played a BIG role in Last Night Under 
the Lights (LNUTL). After fifty years, 
the last home football game was played 
under the lights at our McCamley Field. 
The Association had a large tent for 
Alumni and Friends to meet and greet. 
It was a GREAT event. You may or may 
not be aware, that Portage Central will 
have a new McCamley Field for the 
fall opening game in 2019. If you drive 
down Westnedge, you will see that the 
old structure has now been completely 
torn down. 

Last fall, on November 3, 2018, we 
had our very successful 6th Annual 
Arts, Crafts and Gifts Show. It was the 
largest show yet. For the upcoming 7th 
Annual Show to be held Nov. 2, 2019, 
we are looking for at least as large, or 
maybe even a larger show. Revenue 

realized from this event goes back to the 
students of PC. 

In the past, we have held a President’s 
Reception around the first of May. Some 
changes are taking place this year. In 
the future, this event will be called The 
Alumni and Friends Roundup. The 
Association is looking to schedule a 
“Roundup” this fall. More to come on 
this event.

Have you considered giving back to 
the place where you gained so much 
during your high school days? There 
are many ways that one can accomplish 
this. Volunteering: Serving on the 
Board or Serving on a Committee, 
or maybe it is in helping at an event; 
the possibilities are endless. We have 
had classes donate to the Association 
following their reunions, since they had 
excess funds. Maybe yours is giving a 
monetary gift to the Association. I feel I 
am giving back some of what I received 
during my four years at PCHS. 

The Mustang Association is here 
for one purpose, and that is for the 
benefit of the PC students. What an 
opportunity and together we can make 
it happen! Come and be involved.

It is a pleasure serving you as 
President of your Mustang Association. 

James R. Dean
Class of 1959
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President’s message
On the Cover
As Portage Central High 
School celebrated the 
Last Night Under the 
Lights (LNULT) for the 
Old McCamley Field on 
Oct. 20, 2017, everyone 
looked on in awe as two 
planes flew over the field 
as the National Anthem 
was played. 
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Four Generations of Portage Central Graduates...
In 1936 Mildred Ryder, who lived on South Oakland Drive, graduated from Portage High School. In doing 
so, she started a long line of Portage graduates. 

She married William Witters Sr. and they had eight children, who all attended 
Portage schools. The Witters family is well known for the businesses they have 
had in Portage. Not only did they own and operate a grocery store for many 
years, they also had a boat rental business on Sugarloaf Lake.  One of those 
seven children is Bill Witters (who currently serves on the Mustang Alumni 
Board). He started school in the one-room building that now sits in the Celery 
Flats Park. In the third grade he was transferred to the main building in Portage. 
Bill graduated in 1956. Bill then went on to get married and have four children. 
His career as a builder/contractor has made his name well-known in the city of 
Portage. 

Three of Bill’s four children graduated from Portage Central, one from another 
high school. In turn, two of his grandchildren attend or have graduated from 
Portage Central.  Portage schools have served this family well through 47 years 
and four generations. This is a record few people can claim.

If your family has had multiple generations attend and graduate from Portage 
Central, we would like hear about it.
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Over the past 
year, the Mustang 
Association has been 
the very appreciative 
recipient of financial 
gifts. $700 of these gifts 
came from two groups: 
The class of 1964 and 
the class of 1959. These 
two groups decided, 
throughout their 
reunion process, that 
they are appreciative 
of the work the 
Mustang Association 
does to keep in touch 

with alumni and 
support the students 
of Portage Central. 
So, they decided to 
make the Association 
a part of their festivities. 
Each class decided 
that a portion of the 
funds collected for 
their reunion events 
would go back to the 
Association. And we 
are so appreciative of 
their gifts! As they said, 
they wanted to have 
fun with each other but 

do something good for 
today’s kids as well. 

We in the Association 
are proud of all we do 
to support our students 
and alumni and are 
appreciative of all the 
classes who choose 
to make our efforts 
part of their reunion 
activities. If you have 
questions or would 
like some information 
to help facilitate a 
giving program for your 
reunion, contact us! 

Make the Mustang Association
A part of your class reunion 



“Be more concerned with your character than 
your reputation, because your character is 
what you really are, while your reputation is 
merely what others think you are.”
      - John Wooden

B
.J. Snow (Class of 
1995), son of Jean Snow 
(Class of 1964), was 
the first All-American 
from Portage Central 

High School who helped lead the 
Mustangs to three soccer conference 
championships. B.J. was named to 
the Michigan High School Dream 
Team his junior and senior years at 
PCHS.  After graduating from PCHS 
in 1995, B.J went to Indiana University 
(Bloomington, Indiana) where he 
was a four-year starter in defense 
at Indiana. B.J. helped the Indiana 
Hoosiers capture four straight Big Ten 
titles while also winning back-to-back 
national championships in 1998 and 
1999. 

After graduating from Indiana 
University with a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration, B.J. worked 
at Eli Lilly in Kalamazoo. While living 
in Kalamazoo, he was offered his first 
coaching opportunity to coach the 
PCHS men’s soccer team.  B.J. coached 
the Mustangs men’s soccer team from 
2002-2005 taking the team to a national 
ranking (#18) in 2005. B.J. is indebted 
to Eric Alburtus for the opportunity 
to lead the men’s soccer team which 
ignited his passion of coaching soccer. 
His success as a coach resulted in an 
opportunity to become an assistant 
coach of the UCLA Bruins women’s 
soccer team in 2006. Initially his 6 
months tenure with UCLA was an 
unpaid position, but he later was hired 
on staff.   While coaching at UCLA, he 
also helped launch the John Wooden 
Leadership Academy and was able to 
be mentored by John Wooden himself.  
After five years as an assistant, he 
became the head coach for the UCLA 
women’s soccer team in 2011. B.J. 
continued to excel and follow his 
passion and left UCLA in 2013 to 
become the head coach of the United 

States Under-17 women’s national 
soccer team and assistant coach of 
the Women’s National World Cup 
soccer team, which this past summer 
won the FIFA Women’s World Cup.  
In 2008, B.J. was inducted into the 
inaugural PCHS Athletic Hall of Fame 
founding class.

B.J. is married to Lindsay Tarpley 
and they have 2 children, Jacob and 
Alexandra. Lindsay is successful in 
her own right as a former United 
States women’s national soccer 
team player and two time Olympic 
goal medalist. In 2012, she was also 
inducted into the PCHS Athletic Hall 
of Fame. 

B.J.has many fond memories of his 
high school days at PCHS when he 
was a student.  His best memories are 
his extracurricular activities (playing 
both basketball and soccer) and the 
life-long friendships he made while 
at PCHS. He is proud of all of his 
former players, such as Eric Alexander 
(Class of 2005), who was the Gatorade 
National High School Player of the 
Year and Andrew Rice (Class of 2004) 
who just finished his first season 
coaching the P.C. Boy’s Varsity Soccer 
Team.  He continues to have pride for 
the City of Portage and comes back to 
visit often where most of his family 
still lives. 

When asked what advice he would 
give to current students at PCHS, B.J 
mentioned three things:

1. “Whatever you choose to do, do it 
with passion.” 

2. “Follow your dreams, realizing 
that it may sometimes require taking 
chances.”

3. “Invest in yourself, even if it 
means taking a less paying job, to 
reach your ultimate career goal.” 
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Alumnus Spotlight

BJ Snow (Class of ‘95)

From left to right:  Jacob, B.J., Alexandra, Lindsay
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Director’s Message

Hi there. My name is Nikki Smith, 

and I have spent the last three years 

as the Mustang Association Director. 

My predecessor, Kent White, did a 

wonderful job working with the Board 

of Directors and Portage Central 

High School to create and maintain 

this Alumni Association. While our 

transition has not always been an easy 

one, the Association is growing and 

working hard to build up its members 

as well as continue to support the 

students here at Portage Central High 

School.

2017-2018 was a special year 

as Portage Central High School 

celebrated LNUTL (Last Night Under 

the Lights) at McCamley Field. The 

Association had a great presence at 

this event, and it was a joy to see so 

many Alumni return to their 

alma mater. 

The Mustang Association 

has also supported many 

clubs and activities here at 

Portage Central, and the 

students and staff are thankful 

for the continued financial 

support of the Association. 

They could not do what they 

do without them! 

Please look for information 

in our Monthly Updates, 

Website, and Facebook about 

upcoming events. 

Also, in the Fall of 2019, the New 

McCamley Field will open, so please 

be watching for those dates.

As always, thank you for all you 

do for each other and the students of 

Portage Central High School.

Gratefully,

Nikki Smith

Activities & Association Director

Portage Central High School

 

Association Update
Mustang Association Financial 

Support of Clubs at Portage Central 
High School

• Baking Club: New equipment
• Book Club: New Books
• Central Stampede: New Camera
• Garden Club: Much-needed supplies
• Moose Club: Pretty Lake student experience 
• Outdoor Adventure Club: Overnight    
   student experience
• Yearbook: Student Scholarships
• Student Council: Homecoming Floats, etc.



In 1936, Mildred Ryder, who 
lived on South Oakland Drive, 
graduated from Portage High 
School. In doing so, she started a 
long line of Portage graduates.

She married William Witters, Sr. 
and they had eight children, who 
all attended Portage schools. The 
Witters family is well known for 
the businesses they have had in 
Portage. Not only did they own 
and operate a grocery store for 
many years, they also had a boat 
rental business on Sugarloaf Lake. 

One of those seven children is 
Bill Witters (who currently serves 
on the Mustang Alumni Board). 
He started school in the one-
room building that now sits in 
the Celery Flats Park. In the third 
grade, he was transferred to the 
main building in Portage.

Bill graduated in 1956. Bill then 
went on to get married and have 
four children. His career as a 
builder/contractor has made his 
name well-known in the city of

Portage.
Three of Bill’s four 

children graduated from 
Portage Central. In turn, 
two of his grandchildren 
attend or have graduated 
from Portage Central. 
Portage schools have 
served this family well 
through 47 years and 
four generations. This is 
a record few people can 
claim.

If your family has had 

multiple generations attend and 
graduate from Portage

Central, we would like to hear 
about it.
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Four Generations of Portage Central Graduates...
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Three of Bill’s four children graduated from Portage Central, one from another 
high school. In turn, two of his grandchildren attend or have graduated from 
Portage Central.  Portage schools have served this family well through 47 years 
and four generations. This is a record few people can claim.

If your family has had multiple generations attend and graduate from Portage 
Central, we would like hear about it.
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Witters Family
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6th Annual Arts, Crafts, and Gifts 
Show a Success!

Saturday, November 3, 2018
 For the sixth year in 

a row, The Mustang 
Association hosted an 
Arts, Crafts, and Gifts 
show here at Portage 
Central High School. 

In the past three years, 
our show has grown from 
87 vendors to over 100!

Spaces are filling fast for 
next year’s show, which 
is Saturday, November 
2, 2019, so contact us 
today if you want to be 
a vendor. All proceeds 
go to the students at 
Portage Central High 
School.

To reserve your space, 
contact Nikki Smith at 
nsmith@portageps.org or 
269-323-5265.    

o  Make sure and put 
November 2nd on your 
calendar for next year. 
You won’t want to miss 
this opportunity!
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Mustang Association

6th Annual Arts, Crafts, and Gifts 
Show a Success!

Saturday, November 3, 2018

 
The Official Alumni Association for Portage Central High School 

 
Inviting those who have made Portage Central High School what it has become TODAY  
to continue to play an active role in what it will be TOMORROW. 

 
 

Who We Are? 

 Our main goal and priority is to engage alumni and friends to assist the 
students of Portage Central with their time and financial contributions.   

 We believe it is our responsibility to give back to the school that provided us 
with the foundations for lifelong success. 

Activities and Organizations we’ve supported and will continue to assist are: 

 Clubs: Financial support for supplies  
 Moose Project: For students with autism 
 Project Rewind: Portage Central High School pictures from the past printed, 

matted and placed throughout the school  
 Senior Award Wall: To display the accomplishments of our Seniors 
 Stipends: To provide advisers more time to work with students 
 Student Ambassadors: Leadership training at Pretty Lake Camp 
 Student Council: Homecoming supplies & assistance for each class 
 And more… 

 

How You Can Help! 

 Volunteer for a committee, become a Board member, attend fundraisers, or 
make a financial gift. 

 The Mustang Association is now a 501©3 organization and classified as a non-
profit, so all deductions are tax-deductible.  

 If you would like to help us, please contact Nikki Smith, PCHS Activities & 
Association Director at 269- 323-5265 or nsmith@portageps.org. 
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Thousands attended the Last Night Under The Lights at McCamley Field on Friday, October 20, 2017. The historic 
stadium went out in style with a pre-game flyover (Cover photo) and a spectacular fireworks show (page 12). We look 
forward to ushering in a new era of Mustang activities at the new stadium scheduled to open with grand fanfare at First 
Night Under The Lights, Fall of 2019. 
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